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TOURO COLLEGE         

 Graduate School of Education   

M.S. in Education and Special Education, Childhood Education (Grades 1 – 6) 

General Pedagogical Core Course          

    

 

Syllabus: EDSE 640 Assessment of Individual Differences in General Education and Special Education: A Socio-Cultural 

Perspective  

Instructor:  

Contact Information:  

Office Hours/Availability:   

 

Course Description: 

[From the Touro College catalogue]: This course focuses on assessment in general education and special education of individual 

differences in intelligence, learning potential, personality, motivation, and school achievement; management of data from assessment 

and monitoring of student progress; characteristics of standardized tests; the role of educational testing in program design and 

informing instruction, particularly for students with disabilities, including children with autism; assessment of young children; use of 

achievement tests; introduction to dynamic (or interactive) assessment; differences between static and dynamic assessment; the use of 

teacher-made informal tests; opportunity to observe and practice use of achievement tests and curriculum-based assessment 

approaches in classrooms. 3 credits  

 

Course Learning Outcomes: As a result of this course, you will advance in proficiency toward elements of New York State Teacher 

Standard V: Assessment for Student Learning: Teachers use multiple measures to assess and document student growth, evaluate instructional 

effectiveness, and modify instruction.1 

 

You will also advance in proficiency toward elements of the Council for Exceptional Children’s Initial Level Special Educator 

Preparation Standard 4: Assessment: Beginning special education professionals use multiple methods of assessment and data-sources in making 

educational decisions.2  
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Further, as a result of this course, you will advance toward meeting the edTPA description of a successful teacher, who “reflects on and 

analyzes evidence of the effects of instruction and other supports on individual learning and uses this information to inform future 

instruction and selection of instructional content.”  

 

Requirements:  

You must participate in each of the 12 Blackboard Sessions on the date of that session, as timeliness is scored on participation rubrics. 

Please allot at least five (5) hours per Session to accomplish the required learning tasks. 

 

Required Course Materials:  

Chappuis, J.; Stiggins, R.; Chappuis, S., & Arter, J. (2012). Classroom assessment for student learning: Doing it right – using it well. (Second 

Edition). New York: Pearson. 

Available for rental at: http://www.coursesmart.com/IR/1586388/9780132735278?__hdv=6.8 

All other course resources or supplemental readings are posted in Blackboard Session Folders.   

Course Assignments: 

Assignment 1: Baseline Survey: Before commencing your course readings and discussions, please post answers to the following 

questions: 

1. What is your understanding of the term “assessment for student learning?” 

2. Describe your most effective experience with assessing your students’ learning. 

3. What questions do you have about assessment for student learning? 

Grading Rubric: Baseline Survey 

Criteria 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point Points 

Earned/Comments 

Thoroughness & 

Quality 

All 3 questions are answered 

thoughtfully and completely.  

Some questions are answered 

in a cursory, incomplete 

manner. 

Some questions are not 

answered. 

 

Timeliness N/A N/A Assignment is posted on 

time. 

 

http://www.coursesmart.com/IR/1586388/9780132735278?__hdv=6.8
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   Total Points:___/4 

 

Assignment 2: Discussion Group Contributions:  You will be assigned to a Discussion Group of three for the course. This is where you 

process, examine, question, and extend your knowledge of assessing students. Just as your students are meeting the Common Core 

standards by learning to “read like detectives and write like investigative reporters” across the content areas, so will you, as a 

participant in this course, focus on the skills of close reading (and re-reading) of the text, argumentation and discussion supported by 

evidence from the text, and extended writing related to the text.  In our Touro College courses, “text” is used broadly. Texts are any 

experiences from which meaning and understanding can be derived, including informational and literary writings, research studies, 

videos, PowerPoint presentations, websites, and purposeful group projects. 

 

Your group will discuss each session’s Guiding Questions in relation to the session’s assigned texts via one initial post from each group 

member and a minimum of three substantive responses from each group member. The instructor will participate in all session 

discussions. 

 

Grading Rubric (used each session): Discussion Group Contributions 

Criteria 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point Points 

Earned/Comments 

Timeliness Discussion posts (initial post 

and responses) are posted 

within the Session. 

Discussion posts (initial post 

and responses) are posted 1 

day after the Session. 

Discussion posts (initial 

post and responses) are 

posted 2-3 days after the 

Session 

 

Post Quality Post is clear, at least 300 

words, cites at least 3 specific 

points from the text, and raises 

2 relevant questions. Post 

Response is original, thought 

provoking, and stimulates 

inquiry and investigation. 

Post is clear, at least 200 

words, cites at least 2 specific 

points from the text, and raises 

1 relevant question. Post is 

acceptable but does not 

consistently demonstrate 

higher order thinking 

(analyzes, evaluates, or 

synthesizes). 

Post is at least 150 words, 

cites at least 1 specific 

points from the text, and 

raises 1 relevant question. 

Post is vague, incomplete, 

or demonstrates a low 

level of thinking. 
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Response Quality 3 discussion responses are 

clear, on time, at least 75 

words each, and make 

connections between 

colleagues’ thoughts, 

questions, and the text. 

Responses demonstrate a 

critical and thoughtful 

understanding of the texts and 

bring the discussion to a 

higher level of inquiry and 

investigation. 

2 discussion responses are 

clear, on time, at least 75 

words each, and make 

connections between 

colleagues’ thoughts, 

questions, and the text. 

Responses demonstrate a basic 

understanding of the texts and 

bring the Discussion to a 

higher level of inquiry. 

1 discussion response is at 

least 75 words and makes 

connections between 

colleagues’ thoughts, 

questions, and the text. 

Responses demonstrate a 

lack of understanding of 

the topic. Responses are 

superficial or do not 

demonstrate critical 

understanding.  

 

 

   Total Points:___/9 

 

Assignments 3 and 4: Selected-Response Test and Analytic Summary. As your culminating project you will create, administer, analyze, re-

administer, and re-analyze a selected-response test on the contents of the edTPA Elementary Education Handbook. In order to create this 

test, you must think of yourself as teaching the handbook’s content to your colleagues. The purpose of this project is two-fold:  

a. You will gain important experience in the complex process of designing an excellent selected-response test.  

b. You will gain intimate familiarity with what will be expected of you as a new teacher on the edTPA performance assessment 

that you will complete for your initial teacher certification. 

 

Steps for completing Assignment 3: 

1. By the end of Session 6, after reading Chapter 5 of the textbook and after reading the edTPA Handbook, create a selected-response test 

of at least 20 items on the content of the edTPA Handbook and post it to your discussion group:  

a. Identify at least 4 learning targets (Knowledge or Reasoning Targets, as explained in Chapter 3) to be assessed in relation to the 

content of the edTPA Handbook. 

b. Develop 3 - 6 selected-response items for each learning target, according to the guidelines presented in Chapter 5 (include at 

least 2 of each of the kinds of items; multiple choice, true/false, matching, and fill in the blank). 

c. Remember to create an answer key for yourself – don’t post that. 
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2. By the end of Session 7, take the tests of the 2 candidates in your discussion group and post them back to your Discussion Group. 

Take this as a CLOSED BOOK test. Don’t worry – your score has nothing to do with your grade in this course. This is a test-

construction learning exercise, and it will also give you a gauge as to how familiar you are becoming with the expectations of the 

edTPA.  Post suggestions for how at least 3 items of each of the 2 candidates’ tests you took could be improved, citing specific 

guidelines from pages 144-146 of Chapter 5 about what makes an effective item of that type (multiple choice, true/false, matching, or 

fill in the blank). 

 

3. By the end of Session 8, score and analyze the results of the test you created. You may notice ways in which some of your test items 

could be improved. Use this information, along with suggestions you received from the test takers, to revise your Selected Response 

test and submit your revised test for grading and Instructor Feedback. 

 

Grading Rubric: Selected-Response Test 

Criteria 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point Points 

Earned/Comments 

Learning Targets Test is appropriately organized 

according to at least 4 Knowledge 

and/or Reasoning Learning 

Targets that fit criteria for 

Learning Targets as presented in 

Chapter 3. 

Test is appropriately 

organized according to at 

least 3 Knowledge and/or 

Reasoning Learning 

Targets that fit criteria for 

Learning Targets as 

presented in Chapter 3. 

Knowledge and/or 

Reasoning Targets do not 

fit criteria for Learning 

Targets as presented in 

Chapter 3. 

 

Multiple-Choice 

Items 

Test includes 3 - 6 multiple-choice 

items that are consistent with the 

criteria presented in Chapter 5. 

Test includes at least 2 

multiple-choice items that 

are consistent with the 

criteria presented in 

Chapter 5. 

Multiple-choice items are 

not consistent with the 

criteria presented in 

Chapter 5. 

 

True/False Items Test includes 3 - 6 true/false items 

that are consistent with the 

criteria presented in Chapter 5. 

Test includes at least 2 

true/false items that are 

consistent with the criteria 

presented in Chapter 5. 

True/false items are not 

consistent with the criteria 

presented in Chapter 5. 
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Matching Items Test includes 3 - 6 matching items 

that are consistent with the 

criteria presented in Chapter 5. 

Test includes at least 2 

matching items that are 

consistent with the criteria 

presented in Chapter 5. 

Matching items are not 

consistent with the criteria 

presented in Chapter 5. 

 

Fill-in-the-Blank 

Items 

Test includes 3 - 6 fill-in-the-blank 

items that are consistent with the 

criteria presented in Chapter 5. 

Test includes at least 2 fill-

in-the-blank items that are 

consistent with the criteria 

presented in Chapter 5. 

Fill-in-the-blank items are 

not consistent with the 

criteria presented in 

Chapter 5. 

 

Timeliness and 

Mechanics 

N/A N/A Test is posted on time and 

is free of grammatical and 

typographical errors 

 

Total Points:___/16 

 

Steps for completing Assignment 4: 

1. By the end of Session 10, revise your test to reflect your Instructor’s feedback and re-post your revised test to the special Discussion 

Forum set up for posting revised tests (everyone posts revised tests to this same Discussion Forum). 

 

2. By the end of Session 11, download, take, and post the revised tests of the 2 different candidates to whom you are assigned by your 

instructor. Your instructor will post a list of candidate groupings for this second test administration, so that you will know whose 

tests to take. 

 

3. By the end of Session 12, score and re-post the 2 copies of your Selected-Response Test. 

 

4.  Submit a three-part Analytic Summary following this outline: 

I. What evidence of content mastery does your test provide?   

A. How do the results of your revised test offer a clear picture of the 2 test-takers’ mastery of the Learning Targets? What do 

they know/understand? Give 3 examples. 

B. What would you need to re-teach if you were teaching a unit on the edTPA Handbook? 

II. What did you learn about creating selected-response assessments from this project? Cite at least 3 important insights. 

III. What did you learn about the edTPA assessment that you will be required to complete? Cite at least 3 major points. 
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Grading Rubric: Analytic Summary 

Criteria 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point Points 

Earned/Comments 

I. How do the 

results of your 

revised test offer 

a clear picture of 

the 2 test-takers’ 

mastery of the 

Learning 

Targets? What 

would you need 

to reteach? 

Response demonstrates robust 

evidence of understanding how 

test construction and results show 

the test-taker’s mastery of 

Learning Targets or need for 

further instruction.  At least 3 

specific examples are clearly 

explained. 

Response demonstrates 

sufficient evidence of 

understanding how test 

construction and results 

show the test-taker’s 

mastery of Learning 

Targets or need for further 

instruction.  At least 3 

specific examples are 

adequately explained. 

Response demonstrates 

insufficient evidence of 

understanding how test 

construction and results 

show the test-taker’s 

mastery of Learning 

Targets or need for further 

instruction, or at least 3 

specific examples are not 

adequately explained. 

 

II. What did you 

learn about 

creating selected-

response 

assessments from 

this project? Cite 

at least 3 

important 

insights. 

Response gives robust evidence 

of learning through clear and 

thorough explanations of at least 

3 important insights.  

Response gives sufficient 

evidence of learning 

through explanations of at 

least 3 important insights. 

Response gives insufficient 

evidence of learning or 

explanations of at least 3 

important insights are not 

clear. 

 

III. What did you 

learn about the 

edTPA 

Response gives robust evidence 

of learning through clear and 

thorough explanations of at least 

Response gives sufficient 

evidence of learning 

through explanations of at 

Response gives insufficient 

evidence of learning or 

explanations of at least 3 
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assessment? Cite 

at least 3 major 

points. 

3 major points.  least 3 major points. major points are not clear. 

Timeliness and 

Mechanics 

N/A N/A Analytic Summary is 

posted on time and is free 

of grammatical and 

typographical errors 

 

Total Points:___/10 

 

Course Grading Policy: 

Baseline Survey 5% 

Discussion Group Posts 30% 

Selected-Response Test 35% 

Analytic Summary 30% 

 

Grade Weighting: 

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 

97 – 100% 93 – 96% 90 – 92% 87 – 89% 83 – 86% 80 – 82% 77 - 79% 73 – 76% 70 – 72% 68 – 69% 66 - 67% 65% 0 – 64% 

 
Explanation of Grade Weighting for EDSE 640: 

Course 

Assignment: 

Total Assignment 

Points Possible: 

Percentage of Total Course 

Grade (these can be thought 

of as points) 

 

Example Candidate 

Jane Doe’s Assignment 

Points: 

Conversion of Jane Doe’s 

Assignment Points to Total 

Course Grade Points 

Baseline Survey  4 5% = 5 points 4/4 = 100% on this 

assignment 

100% of 5% = 5 points  

 

Discussion Group 

Posts 

108 30% = 30 points 92/108 = 85% on this 

assignment 

85% of 30 = 26 points 

(25.5, rounding up) 

Selected-Response 

Test 

16 35% = 35 points 14/16 = 88%  

(rounding up) 

88% of 35 = 31 points  

(rounding up) 
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edTPA Literacy 

Assessment Task 3 

10 30% = 30 points 8/10 = 80% on this 

assignment 

80% of 30 = 24 points 

 

 

Example Candidate Jane Doe’s Course Grade: 

86 points = 86% = B 

 

At-a-Glance Course Overview: 

Date: Session: Topic / Guiding Questions: Readings/Assignments Due: 
Friday - 

Monday, 

719 - 7/22 

1 Classroom Assessment: Every Student a Learner 

1. According to the text, why are the 5 keys to 

classroom assessment quality important to 

assessment accuracy and to effective use of 

assessment information?  

Clear Purpose: Assessment for and of Learning 

2. According to the text, what is the relationship 

between formative and summative 

assessment? 

3. In what ways are the 7 Strategies of 

Assessment for Learning used at Success 

Academy? 

 Task 1: Please read, sign, and post the Course Memorandum of 

Understanding. 

 Task 2: Before reading anything for the course, please complete 

and post the Baseline Survey. 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapters 1 and 2. 

 Task 3: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

 

Monday - 

Thursday, 

7/22 -7/25 

2 Clear Targets 

1. According to the text, what are the benefits of 

classifying learning targets by type? 

2. According to the text, what are some of the 

complexities of classifying learning targets by 

type? 

3. In what ways have you worked with 

classifying learning targets at Success 

Academy? 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapter 3. 

 Text 2: Begin to become familiar with the edTPA Elementary 

Education Handbook by reading pages 1 – 29. 

 Task 1: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

Thursday 

- Sunday, 

7/25 - 7/28 

3 Sound Design 

1. According to the text, what must be 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapter 4. 

 Text 2: Continue to become familiar with the edTPA Elementary 
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Date: Session: Topic / Guiding Questions: Readings/Assignments Due: 

considered when selecting the assessment 

method for a particular learning target? 

2. What experiences have you had at Success 

Academy with matching assessment methods 

to learning targets? 

 

Education Handbook by reading pages 30 - 43. 

 Task 1: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

Monday - 

Thursday, 

7/29 - 8/1 

 

4 Selected-Response Assessment 

1. According to the text, what must be 

considered when creating selected-response 

assessments? 

2. What experiences have you had at Success 

Academy with creating or implementing 

selected-response assessments? 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapter 5. 

 Text 2: Read pages 44 – 63 of the edTPA Elementary Education 

Handbook. 

 Task 1: Begin to work on your Selected-Response Test. Identify 

Knowledge and Reasoning Learning Targets for the content of 

the edTPA Handbook and construct items. 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 
Thursday 

- Sunday, 

8/1 - 8/4 

5 Written-Response Assessment 

1. According to the text, what must be 

considered when creating written-response 

assessments? 

2. What experiences have you had at Success 

Academy with creating or implementing 

written-response assessments? 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapter 6. 

 Task 1: Continue to construct items on your Selected-Response 

Test to assess your Learning Targets for the content of the 

edTPA Handbook. 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

Monday - 

Thursday, 

8/5 - 8/8 

6 Performance Assessment 

1. According to the text, what must be 

considered when creating performance 

assessments? 

2. What experiences have you had at Success 

Academy with creating or implementing 

performance assessments? 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapter 7. 

 Task 1: Post your Selected-Response test to your Discussion 

Group. 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

Thursday 

- Sunday, 
7 Personal Communication as Classroom  Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapter 8. 
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Date: Session: Topic / Guiding Questions: Readings/Assignments Due: 
8/8 - 8/11 Assessment 

1. According to the text, what must be 

considered when planning personal 

communication as classroom assessment? 

2. In what ways do you demonstrate these 

considerations in your use of various forms of 

personal communication as assessment for 

learning? 

3. What are some of the questions that your 

students have asked you that demonstrated 

their thinking, understanding, or need for 

further clarification? 

 Task 1: Take the 2 Selected Response tests of your Discussion 

Group members and post them back to your Discussion Group. 

Also post suggestions for how at least 3 items of each of the 2 

candidates’ tests you took could be improved, citing specific 

guidelines from pages 144-146 of Chapter 5 about what makes an 

effective item of that type (multiple choice, true/false, matching, 

or fill in the blank). 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

Monday - 

Thursday, 

8/12 - 8/15 

 

8 Record Keeping and Grading 

1. According to the text, what must be 

considered when organizing record keeping to 

track student learning? 

2. Which of these considerations are 

demonstrated in your record-keeping system? 

3. According to the text, what must be 

considered when organizing grading systems? 

4. Which of these considerations are 

demonstrated in your grading system? 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapters 9 and 10. 

 Task 1: Score and analyze the results of the test you created. 

You may notice ways in which some of your test items could be 

improved. Use this information, along with suggestions you 

received from the test takers, to revise your Selected Response 

test and submit your revised test for grading and Instructor 

Feedback. 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

Thursday 

- Sunday, 

8/15 - 8/18 

9 Portfolios and Conferences 

1. According to the text, what must be 

considered when implementing assessment by 

portfolio? 

2. What experience have you had with student 

assessment portfolios? 

3. According to the text, what must be 

 Text 1: Read Chappuis et al. chapters 11 and 12. 

 Task 1: Work on revising your Selected-Response Test to reflect 

your Instructor’s feedback. 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 
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Date: Session: Topic / Guiding Questions: Readings/Assignments Due: 

considered when planning and conducting 

conferences with and about students? 

4. What has been your experience with student 

conferences? 

5. What has been your experience with parent 

conferences? 

 

 
Monday - 

Thursday, 

8/19 - 8/22 

 

10 Response to Intervention 

1. According to the texts, what instructional 

steps and assessment procedures are needed 

to accurately and appropriately identify 

learning disabilities? 

2. In what specific ways are you practicing the 

tiered RtI model in your work at Success 

Academy?  

3. What questions do you have about the RtI 

model? 

 Text 1: Read Brown-Chidsey (2007). No more “waiting to fail.” 

Educational Leadership, 65(2), 40 – 46. 

 Text 2: Read Response to intervention: Guidance for New York State 

school districts:  

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/RTI/guidance-oct10.pdf 

 Task 1: Finish revising your test and re-post your revised test to 

the special Discussion Forum set up for posting revised tests 

(everyone posts revised tests to this same Discussion Forum). 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 
Thursday 

- Sunday, 

8/22 - 8/25 

11 The IEP Assessment Process 

1. According to the text, what is the role of a 

committee on special education (CSE) and 

who are the members of the committee? 

2. Discuss any experiences you have had with a 

CSE in your school. 

3. According to section 200.4 of the text, what 

must a school district consider when assessing 

the needs of a student who has been referred 

for evaluation? 

4. Compare your experiences with implementing 

 Text 1: Read Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, Part 

200: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/lawsregs/April2012-

complete.pdf 

 Task 1: Download, take, and post the revised tests of the 2 

different candidates to whom you are assigned by your 

instructor. Work on your 3-part Analytic Summary. 

 Task 2: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/RTI/guidance-oct10.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/lawsregs/April2012-complete.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/lawsregs/April2012-complete.pdf
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Date: Session: Topic / Guiding Questions: Readings/Assignments Due: 

IEPs to the stipulations in section 200.4 of the 

text. 
Monday - 

Thursday, 

8/26 - 8/29 

 

12 Standardized Assessment Instruments and 

Disproportional Representation of Students in 

Special Education 

1. According to the texts, what critical role does 

the classroom teacher play in relation to 

students’ assignment to special education? 

2. In your school, is the number of students with 

IEPs divided equally between males and 

females? If not, which gender is represented 

by a higher percentage of IEPs and why might 

this be the case? 

3. Look back at your Baseline Survey. In what 

ways has your understanding of Assessment 

for Learning changed? 

 Text 1: Read the compilation document: Testing and Assessment 

for Special Education -- a Testing Overview.  

http://specialed.about.com/od/assessment/tp/assessmentovervie

w.htm 

 Text 2: For an overview and analysis of commonly used 

screening tools, see: http://www.rti4success.org/screeningTools 

 Text 3: Read Proctor, S.L., Graves, S.L., & Esch, R.C. (2012). 

Assessing African American students for specific learning 

disabilities: The promises and perils of Response to 

Intervention. The Journal of Negro Education, 81(3), 268 – 282. 

 Text 4: Read Baglieri, S., & Moses, A. (2010). “my name is jay”: 

On teachers’ roles in the overrepresentation of minorities in 

special education and what teacher education can do. Disability 

Studies Quarterly, 30(2), http://dsq-

sds.org/article/view/1243/1287 

 Task 1: Score and re-post the 2 copies of your Selected-

Response Test. 

 Task 2:  Submit your three-part Analytic Summary 

 Task 3: Discussion Group: Answer the Guiding Questions and 

discuss with your group members. 

 Task 4: Complete the course evaluation. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rti4success.org/screeningTools
http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/1243/1287
http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/1243/1287
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All course participants must sign and submit the following Memorandum of Understanding: 

1. I acknowledge that I have received and read the syllabus for the course EDSE 640 Assessment of Individual Differences in General 

Education and Special Education: A Socio-Cultural Perspective.  

2. I acknowledge that I have received and read the assignment expectations and rubrics for the course EDSE 640 Assessment of 

Individual Differences in General Education and Special Education: A Socio-Cultural Perspective. I also understand that there are 

weighted components to the grades for this course.  

3. I understand that it is my responsibility to ask the course instructor clarifying questions.  

4. I understand and agree that my work in this course is graded according to the assignment rubrics and weighting scale, and is not 

Pass/Fail. 

5. I understand that the contents of the syllabus are subject to change in response to the instructor’s insights into necessary course 

improvements.   

 

 

Candidate Signature:_________________________________________ Date:_________________________ 
 

                                                 
1 New York State Teacher Standards: http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/pdf/teachingstandards9122011.pdf 

Standard V: Assessment for Student Learning: Teachers use multiple measures to assess and document student growth, evaluate instructional 

effectiveness, and modify instruction 

Element V.1: Teachers design, select, and use a range of assessment tools and processes to measure and document student learning and 

growth.  

Performance Indicators:  

a. Teachers use appropriate diagnostic and ongoing assessment to establish learning goals and inform instruction.  

b. Teachers use formative assessment to inform teaching and learning.  

c. Teachers use summative assessment to measure and record student achievement.  

d. Teachers design assessments that are aligned with curricular and instructional goals.  

e. Teachers design and select assessments that accurately determine mastery of student skills and knowledge.  

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/pdf/teachingstandards9122011.pdf
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f. Teachers use multiple measures and multiple formats, including available technology, to assess and document student 

performance.  

g. Teachers implement required testing accommodations.  

 

Element V.2: Teachers understand, analyze, interpret, and use assessment data to monitor student progress and to plan and 

differentiate instruction.  

Performance Indicators:  

a. Teachers analyze data accurately.  

b. Teachers provide timely feedback to engage students in self-reflection and self-improvement.  

c. Teachers use assessment data to set goals and design and differentiate instruction.  

d. Teachers engage students in self-assessment of their learning goals, strategies, and outcomes.  

 

Element V.4: Teachers reflect upon and evaluate the effectiveness of their comprehensive assessment system to make adjustments to it 

and plan instruction accordingly.  

Performance Indicators:  

a. Teachers demonstrate an understanding of assessment measures, grading, and procedures.  

b. Teachers develop a plan for their overall assessment system.  

c. Teachers use their plans and assessment data to adjust teaching and assessment practices.  

 

Element V.5: Teachers prepare students to understand the format and directions of assessments used and the criteria by which the 

students will be evaluated.  

Performance Indicators:  

a. Teachers communicate the purposes of the assessments they use.  

b. Teachers prepare all students for the demands of particular assessment formats, and provide appropriate accommodations, 

including accommodations in testing conditions, for students with exceptional learning needs.  

c. Teachers articulate assessment criteria to students and provide parameters for success.  

d. Teachers equip students with assessment skills and strategies.  

e. Students practice various formats of assessments using authentic curriculum.  
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2 Council for Exceptional Children’s Initial Level Special Educator Preparation Standards: 

http://www.cec.sped.org/sitecore/shell/Controls/Rich%20Text%20Editor//~/media/Files/Standards/Professional%20Preparation%20Stan

dards/Initial%20Preparation%20Standards%20with%20Elaborations.pdf 
 

Standard 4: Assessment: Beginning special education professionals use multiple methods of assessment and data-sources in making educational 

decisions. 

 

Element 4.1: Beginning special education professionals select and use technically sound formal and informal assessments that minimize 

bias. 

 

Element 4.2: Beginning special education professionals use knowledge of measurement principles and practices to interpret assessment 

results and guide educational decisions for individuals with exceptionalities. 

 

Element 4.3: Beginning special education professionals in collaboration with colleagues and families use multiple types of assessment 

information in making decisions about individuals with exceptionalities. 

 

Element 4.4: Beginning special education professionals engage individuals with exceptionalities to work toward quality learning and 

performance and provide feedback to guide them. 

 

 

http://www.cec.sped.org/sitecore/shell/Controls/Rich%20Text%20Editor/~/media/Files/Standards/Professional%20Preparation%20Standards/Initial%20Preparation%20Standards%20with%20Elaborations.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/sitecore/shell/Controls/Rich%20Text%20Editor/~/media/Files/Standards/Professional%20Preparation%20Standards/Initial%20Preparation%20Standards%20with%20Elaborations.pdf

